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Last month the Government
announced an enquiry into what
needs to be done to revive our
High Streets in the face of the
increasing threats from online
shopping.
The UK’s 300 or so BIDs are
more relevant today than they
have ever been and so it’s a fair
bet that they will be an integral
part of the enquiry.
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Last month the BID Board
announced the arrangements for
a new five-year term (more
details overleaf). The financials
aside the new BID will be more
strategic and more of a powerful
voice for businesses in the town
centre. The private sector needs
that collective voice to help shape
the future direction of our town
because that can’t be left to the
public sector alone.

Funding
Application
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The recent success of the
Townscape Heritage project
stage one application is a great
example of an effective private
and public sector partnership
working together to attract
funding to our town.
There is increasing evidence that
investors are becoming more
attracted to areas where BIDs
operate and that must be good
news for the future of Southport.
Hugh Evans

Our AGM is taking place at 4pm on the 4th July at the Royal Clifton.
In order to comply with our own Articles of Association and with
national BID best practice levy payers need to be registered as a
Member of the BID in order to vote on the resolutions.
Promenade
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www.southportbid.com
@southportBID
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AGM please contact us for a form
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30 Minute Parking has returned
following BID lobby
The 30-minute parking option returned to the town this
month after months of campaigning by Southport BID. As
a BID we’ve fought long and hard for this and are delighted
that the Council listened to our arguments and accepted
our recommendation to bring it back.

The Board of Directors have
revealed the arrangements for a
new five-year BID.
Sign up now to
receive emails!
If you would like to hear from us by
email please take the time to head
to our website and re subscribe to
our mailing list.
The new GDPR regulations means
we cannot hold your email without
it, please do not assume we have
it!

The current BID term comes to an end on 31st October
2019 with any continuation dependent on the outcome of
a successful postal ballot due take place in March 2019.
The new arrangements agreed by the Board increases the
threshold at which the levy becomes payable from £2000
to £7000 and introduces a cap of £20,000 on the maximum
amount of levy payable by a single business.
The new BID will also be expanded to include the
commercial and professional sectors in line with other BIDs
across the UK. There will also be some amendments to
the BID boundary to make it more tightly focused on the
town centre.
The Business Plan for the new term is currently being
drafted and will be available for comment later in the year.
Further details will be posted on the BID website
www.southportbid.com.

info@southportbid.com

www.southportbid.com

@southportBID

Promenade
Southport PR9 0DZ
Tel: 01704 538382

May saw the Southport Festival return for a third year!
Now in its third year the Festival has
firmly established itself as one of the
premier attractions on the everexpanding Southport events
calendar. The three-day Festival’s
mixture of music, comedy, dance,
drama, and art was spread across a
variety of venues and Gardens
throughout the town centre.

Footfall
exceeded
120,000 for the
weekend

There were too many events to list but some of the standouts
included the wide variety of live music taking place throughout the
town centre, the Vikings at the Atkinson, the Wesley Street Festival
and the “get involved” activities on Town Hall Gardens. Almost all
events were free to the public.

17,000 more people
in the town centre
on the Saturday
than the Bank
Holiday the week
before
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Funding for the Festival comes from
Sefton Council and the BID
supported by a team of volunteers
working hard behind the scenes.
We’re the largest funding contributor
and it’s that resource that has helped
develop the Festival into the success
it’s now become.
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Townscape Heritage project wins National Lottery support
Sefton Council, in partnership with the BID, has received initial National Lottery grant support for the
Southport Townscape Heritage Project. Southport’s application managed to beat of fierce competition
from 23 other submitted bids nationally
to be one of only five areas awarded
the grant.
The Council and the BID will now
progress their plans to apply for a full
National Lottery grant of £1.6 million
which it is hoped will contribute to a
combined funding pot of around £2.4
million.
The project aims to carry out
essential work in the Lord Street and
Promenade conservation area,
involving structural and external
repair of historic buildings; the
reinstatement of authentic
architectural features, and works to
bring vacant floor space in historic
buildings back into use.
There is increasing evidence that investors and funding bodies are becoming more attracted to
areas where BIDs operate and that must be good news for the future development of our town.
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