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Southport Townscape Heritage Project

What is the Southport
Townscape Heritage Project?
This is a proposed regeneration project which is intended to help improve historic buildings in Southport’s
town centre that are in need of investment by offering generous property refurbishment grants to owners and
businesses. Sefton Council and Southport BID were successful in gaining funding for a second round bid to be
submitted in June 2019.
If the project is approved, property owners will be able to apply for grants to repair the external fabric of
buildings and bring vacant shops and upper floors back into use. The overall aim is to help make Southport’s
town centre even more attractive and vibrant by safeguarding its rich attractive historic buildings and making
them fit for purpose for businesses, visitors and residents.
Southport has previously benefitted from Townscape Heritage funding and this resulted in several town centre
buildings being completely refurbished with many new shops and residential space being created. This also
created new employment and training opportunities and improved the quality of the town centre environment.

Artist’s impressions of proposed improvements
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What can be funded?
Eligible works
If the Townscape Heritage project is approved, then from summer 2019 onwards, owners and occupiers of
historic buildings in Southport town centre can apply for generous grants for the following work:
■■ Structural and external repair of historic buildings, including new roofs and repairs to brickwork
and masonry.
■■ Reinstatement of authentic architectural features, for example: traditional shopfronts, windows and
decorative features.
■■ Repairs and conversions to bring vacant floor space in historic buildings back into use.
■■ Training and skills development, for example: helping building contractors to understand the correct
methods for the repair of historic buildings.

New roofs

Brickwork and masonry

Vacant upper floors
brought back into use

Repairs to windows
and joinery, external
decoration

New shop signs

New shopfronts
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Proposed Project Area
Townscape Heritage Project boundary
The proposed project boundary is the area in which properties will be eligible to apply for grant funding after
September 2019, should the Townscape Heritage Project be approved.

Possible target properties

Possible Scarisbrick Avenue public realm

Consultation with property owners
The Project Team will write to the owners of possible target properties in this area to seek their views before any
bid for funding is submitted.
At a later date, should funding be approved, interested property owners will have an opportunity to work with
the project team to develop proposals in greater detail.
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Examples of grant works
Previous projects completed in 2006-2010

Nevill Street – before work

Nevill Street – following completion

Seabank road– before work

Seabank Road – following completion

These properties on Nevill Street and Seabank Road used to be vacant until the owners joined the previous
Southport Townscape Heritage Scheme which ran from 2006-2010 and benefitted from high quality new shop
fronts and repairs to the upper floors. Pavements along Nevill Street were also upgraded with new natural
stone to provide a better pedestrian environment.
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Examples of grant works
Previous projects completed in 2006-2010

23-35 Scarisbrick Avenue
Before work commenced

23-35 Scarisbrick Avenue
Attractive upper floor details

23-35 Scarisbrick Avenue
After work was completed

This entire block of properties on Scarisbrick Avenue was completely vacant and boarded up. The owners applied
to the Townscape Heritage project and worked closely with the Council to completely transform their property
into new residential flats and a single large ground floor unit.
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Scarisbrick Avenue
Possible new public realm?
If approved, the Townscape Heritage project would provide a catalyst for funding to improve paving along
Scarisbrick Avenue. This is an important link between Lord Street and Southport Seafront, where significant
investment has previously taken place.
Existing worn out and dilapidated pavements along Scarisbrick Avenue

The images below are from Lord Street and show the types of high quality natural stone paving that could
be extended along the entire length of Scarisbrick Avenue between Lord Street to the Promenade. This would
complement any grant-aided works to the adjacent buildings.
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Heritage-led regeneration
Why Southport town centre?
Southport has a unique and special character. The town centre and seafront are both within Conservation Areas
and these areas have special historic character that should be preserved and enhanced.

However, in recent years there has been a decline in the quality and appearance of some town centre premises
and streetscape. Many buildings were altered, often during the 1960’s and 1970’s, when historic buildings
were perhaps not as valued as they are now and examples of such alterations include modern shop fronts
and the removal of original details. Today, however, there is a strong desire to see Southport’s unique heritage
preserved and for poor quality alterations to be undone and original features lovingly restored and missing
ones reinstated.
Historic buildings are crucial to Southport’s economy as they provide the locations for shops and businesses
premises. Visitors travel to Southport to spend time in the town’s unique historic environment and this
supports jobs and opportunities for local people. There are, however, several vacant properties and buildings
suffering from a lack of maintenance. Vacant shops and upper floors are capable of conversion into new
shops and residential accommodation and it is these buildings which provide opportunities for further
economic development.
Delivering the Townscape Heritage project will help to build momentum for the further regeneration of
Southport and the chances of a successful funding application will depend on your support.

Vacant seafront building – before work
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Complimentary Initiatives
As part of the scheme, Heritage Lottery Funding will support education and information projects which give
people a better understanding of the town in which they live and its heritage.
We are currently developing projects within the following broad themes;

Traditional building skills-taster sessions
If you own an older property have you ever wondered how
to free up sash windows that are sticking without damaging
them? Have you ever tried to ‘point’ old brickwork and
struggled to match up original lime mortar with the cement
that you have bought from the DIY store? Shop owners, do you
own a property with a verandah? If you have ever struggled to
strip off sad old paintwork, replace glass panels or undertake
repairs we can try to make life easier for you with a short
workshop.
We are proposing to host a variety of short sessions aimed at
owners of older property, architects, building conservationists
and tradesman who might benefit from some extra tips on
working with more historic property.
Contact us using the E mail address or phone number at the back of this leaflet with your suggestions for short
courses which would respond to the types of problems you are having with your older property and we’ll try to
put a short taster course together.

Exploring the built heritage of Southport
In association with The Atkinson, the Civic Society and
Sefton Council for Voluntary Service we are proposing some
projects which link up arts with the exploration of Southport’s
built heritage through interpreting the historic streetscape
into various art forms. If you as a budding artist, historian,
photographer, modeller, film maker or community group have
any refreshing ways of presenting the town centre, please
let us know. Again there may be a possibility of developing a
Heritage Lottery Funded project from it. We also plan to work
with local Primary Schools in exploring Southport, its older
buildings, who built and lived in them, the clothes they wore
and how they lived their lives.

Heritage trails
We are looking to embrace latest technology in presenting the history and built heritage of Southport in a new
way through Apps. And for those who prefer to keep things simple, we are also looking to develop paper based
town trails to cater for various audiences such as school children and day tourists.

Your suggestions
In order to help us develop the above mentioned ideas further we would be delighted to hear from people with
suggestions, ideas and requests which will help shape our bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund.
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Next Steps
What happens next?
The second round application will be submitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund in June 2019 and if successful
funds will be available for delivery of projects from the September 2019.

Above: artist’s impression on an attractive Art Deco style façade on Nevill Street

Keep up to date
We would like to create a consultation database for the proposed Southport Townscape Heritage Project. If you
are specifically interested in receiving a grant, education, training or being involved in activities or events, or just
being kept up to date with the project, please contact the project team using any of the following methods.
Website:
www.sefton.gov.uk/townscape
E-mail:
Paul.Crowther@sefton.gov.uk
Telephone:
0151 934 3155 or Southport BID on 01704 538 382
Correspondence address:
Sefton MBC, Planning Services, Magdalen House, 30 Trinity Road, Bootle, L20 3NJ
Southport BID, Promenade Office, Promenade, Southport, PR9 0DZ
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