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NEWSLETTER

At the Southport BID office we are busy 
making preparations for our ballot.  This 
will take place in May and through it we 
hope to achieve a new five year term, in 
order that we can continue the work and 
role that the BID performs for Southport.
 
Across the country we’ve seen BIDs enter into 
their second and third terms, as towns and 
cities recognise the important role they play 
and contribution to community life, attracting 
inward investment and in tackling key issues.  
We hope we can achieve the same for 
Southport.
 
We’ve also been seeing BIDs make the 
headlines in recent weeks.  The Government’s 
freshly announced High Street improvement 
fund makes specific mention of BIDs as key 
partners and is an opportunity that we are 
actively working with Sefton Council on, as we 
prepare to submit a multi-million application to 
the fund.
 
_____   
 
The Southport BID ballot will be carried out 
throughout May, with our current five-year term 
due to come to a close in October 2019.
 
A raise in the levy threshold has been put into 
place by our Board of Directors, which means 
that instead of the current starting point of a 
rateable value of £2,000, it will be at a rateable 
value of £7,000 that the threshold for paying a 
levy will sit.  Our Board of Directors is made up 
of representatives of independent local 
retailers, leisure industries and bigger brands.
 
The manifesto for 2019 to 2024 will be 
available on the BID website from late March, 
and hard copies will be distributed to all those 
business that are entitled to vote by early May 
2019.  In this you’ll find out more about our 
future plans, and also a reminder of all of the 
work that Southport BID has achieved, since it 
was established in 2014
 
For further information on the ballot or anything 
else please email info@southportbid.com
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BIDs are specifically mentioned as a 
key partner in the Government’s 
High Street improvement fund.  

We’re working closely with the Council to submit a multi-million pound 
application into the fund.  An initial Expression of Interest must be 
submitted by the end of March and if that’s successful, a fully costed 
application will then go forward for consideration.



THE BID BALLOT
Ballot papers will be posted to all businesses eligible to vote 
in early May with a deadline for responding by 5pm on 
Monday 3rd June.  The result of the ballot will be 
announced the following day or as soon as possible 
afterwards.

BALLOT FAQ'S 

The ballot for a new five year term for Southport BID will take place in May
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Who will oversee the ballot?
 
The balloting process will be conducted by Electoral Reform 
Services (ERS), the UK’s leading independent provider of end-
to-end ballot, election and voting services.
 
ERS will be writing to all eligible businesses later this month to 
confirm the address for balloting purposes.
 
How will voting work?
 
Each eligible property in the BID area will get one vote.  
Landlords and occupiers with multiple properties will get one 
vote per property.
 
 When will we see the proposed plan for the new term?
 
The manifesto detailing the new BID arrangements, projects, 
and governance arrangements and the balloting timetable will 
be posted on the BID website southportbid.com once formal 
approval has been received from Sefton Council as required by 
the Business Improvement Districts (England) Regulations 
2004.  The manifesto will also be sent to all eligible voters as 
part of the balloting process.

Vote for five 
more years of 

events and 
investment 

Who will be eligible to vote?
 
The rateable value threshold for businesses eligible to vote 
has been raised from £2,000 to £7,000.  This means that 
business with a rateable value of £6,999 and below will not 
have to pay the BID levy.  Such businesses will also not be 
entitled to vote.  To find out your rateable value visit the 
Valuation Office Agency (VOA) website or contact our 
office



SOUTHPORT FESTIVAL
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Putting on any type of live band 
or singer over the weekend
Putting yourself forward for a 
guest artist to exhibit on your 
walls
Hosting a poet or pop up 
theatre performance
Holding a children's art and 
crafts afternoonLast month the Government announced an enquiry 

into what needs to be done to revive our High 
Streets in the face of the incrasing threats

Get involved

We will be bringing together all 
your events and listing them here 
and in our brochure. Get involved 
by:

Southport Festival is brought 
together  by a steering group of 
representatives from ourselves,  
Sefton Council, Southport 
Contemporary Arts, The Atkinson 
and The SDC alongside passionate 
members of the local arts 
community.  The BID are the major 
funders and the Festival is now in 
its fourth year.
 
The Festival is designed to take 
place in the open spaces within the 
town centre drawing footfall in 
throughout the weekend.  It also is 
thought out to allow venues and 
businesses to be part of it in 
whatever shape they can. 
 
The Festival needs your 
participation to grow.  We would 
like to see a programme packed 
full of live music, comedy and art 
to make it a must for someone 
looking to make a weekend of it 
and catch dozens of events over 
two days. 
 
 

Email 
info@southportfestival.com or 

complete our online form at 
southportfestival.com/get-

involved

Reach over half 
a million via the 

Festival 
marketing  
campaign

Over 100 local and regional property agents, 
investors, and other stakeholders with an interest in 

taking Southport forward were brought together 
last month by the BID for an investment forum.

 
Speakers at the event included the Metro Mayor, 

Steve Rotheram; Caroline Baker from property 
specialists Cushman Wakefield; Dr Steve Millington 
from The BID Foundation; and Rob Agsteribbi from 

Bliss Investments.
 

To learn more visit our website or see a copy of the 
latest property investment prospectus in our 

resouces section southportbid.com
 
 

Investment  Forum 
& prospectus 

launch



OUR FIRST 
RESTAURANT WEEK
This February we launched our 
first ever Southport Restaurant 
week, celebrating Southport's 
restaurants with exciting offers, 
events and limited time menus
 
Following feedback from several 
venues wanting to create a way 
to showcase and promote 
restaurants out of season we 
decide on a highlight week 
similar to ideas in other towns 
and cities.  
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Find out the projects we are working on and ways to get 
involved on our website southportbid.com
 
We publish our latest news and updates on events on our 
website news section.  There are areas to find out more 
about the work we do on your behalf and answers to 
frequently asked questions.  The resources section holds 
latest footfall reports, our annual report and the most 
recent newsletters to download.   You can also sign up to 
receive this newsletter and other updates direct to your 
inbox.

Follow us on social media for the very latest information 
and be kept right up to date with all that is going on.  
 
@southportBID  #southportBID  

KEEP UP TO DATE
 

The week was advertised 
throughout Southport and 
surrounding areas through 
targeted digital newspaper   
advertising.
 
Paid adverts were placed on 
social media and a dedicated 
website was created. 
 
Over quarter of a million people 
saw the Facebook advert and 
hundreds visited the website 
seeing the profiles of the 
restaurants involved.
 
The campaign was backed by 
Visit Southport.

45,000 saw the advert through a 
variety of online publications 
across Southport and the wider 
area.
 

OVER 264,000
FACEBOOK 

AD 
IMPRESSIONS

20 
participating 
restaurants 

and 30 + offers


